Antioxidants in pediatric gastrointestinal disease.
Oxidant stress seems to be involved in the pathogenesis of several important gastroenterologic disorders in infants and children. The question can still be asked, in most circumstances, whether the oxidant stress precedes, and therefore is involved in, tissue or cellular injury or is a result of injury and not of clinical importance. The data favor the former situation in several inflammatory conditions of the bowel and in a variety of liver diseases. Experimental and clinical testing of this possible basic mechanism of tissue injury over the next few years will shed light on the role of antioxidants in treating gastrointestinal disorders.